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Australians get 'right to disconnect' after hours, 26 August 2024 BBC
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Civil law and common law

The system of codified law that obtains in most of Europe, South America, and elsewhere is known as civil law,
in contrast to the common law system that applies in England and Wales, former British colonies, the United
States, and most of Canada. Civil law is frequently divided into four groups. First is French civil law, which also
exists in Belgium and Luxembourg, the Canadian province of Quebec, Italy, Spain, and their former colonies,
including those in Africa and South America. Second, German civil law, which is, in large part, applied in Austria,
Switzerland, Portugal, Greece, Turkey, Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan. Third, Scandinavian civil law exists in
Sweden, Denmark, Norway, and Iceland. Finally, Chinese (or China) law combines elements of civil law and
socialist law. This is by no means an airtight classification. For example, Italian, Portuguese, and Brazilian law
have, over the last century, moved closer to German law as their civil codes increasingly adopted key elements of
the German civil code. The Russian civil code is partly a translation of the Dutch code.

Though the two traditions—common law and civil law—have, over the last century, grown closer, there are at
least five significant differences between the two systems. First, the common law is essentially unwritten, non-
textual law that was fashioned by medieval lawyers and the judges of the royal courts before whom they
submitted their arguments. Indeed, it may be that this entrenched oral tradition, supported by a strong monarchy,
developed by experts before the revival in the study of Roman law, explains why that system was never ‘received’

in England.

H# : Raymond Wacks, Law: A Very Short Introduction
(Oxford University Press, 314, ed., 2016), p. 11.
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