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Although the Bodhisattva’s way is different from that of an Arhat, the nirvana, the highest goal for
an Arhat, is never neglected nor devalued by the Mahayanists. This is because the Bodhisattva
practice is 1n itself a way of benefiting others by helping them obtain the ultimate “nirvana.”

The last two chapters of Asanga’s Mahayanasamgraha are named “Phala-prahana” and “Phala-jnana.”
As fruits of the Three Learnings($iksa), the former is no other than nirvana (the suppression of
defilements, phala-prahana) and the latter refers to Buddha-wisdom (phala-jiana), which are none
other than the three kinds of Buddha-body (kdaya). Vasubandhu’s Triméika mentions two bodies:
vimuktikaya and dharmakaya. The former is the body acquired when kle$a-avarana (@.e., the
Sravaka’s turbidities) are suppressed; it corresponds to the fruit of having suppressed defilements as
explained in the Phala-prahana chapter of the Mahayanasamgraha. The latter is the body acquired
when jiieya-avarana (.e., the Bodhisattva’s turbidities) are suppressed; it corresponds to the fruit of
having obtained wisdom as explained in the Phala-jiana chapter of the same text. Thus, along with
the Buddha-wisdom or the Buddha-body, nirvana is deemed also to be of the highest importance in
the Mahayana.
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