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This study is carried out under the theme of “Japanese Reception of Chinese
Buddhism” as part of the “Research on Happiness” Project. We are focusing on the
beauty of the inscription writings and its background engraved on the oldest
bussokuseki in Japan (engraved in 753 or the 5t year of Tenpyo shoho), which is
considered to aptly symbolize early Buddhism. The research is being pursued from the
perspectives of calligraphy (Hirose), history (Urushihara), and Buddhist Studies (Endo).
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