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The dynamic of pedestrians finds a multitude of 

interesting and safety-critical applications. These 

include the evacuation of buildings, the optimization 

of traffic infrastructures or the organization of major 

events such as the Olympic Games. 

Many aspects of pedestrian dynamics can be 

described using natural scientific methods. 

Nevertheless, it is obvious that socio-psychological 

factors cannot be neglected. The first part of the 

lecture introduces the research field of pedestrian 

dynamics. In the second part, the behavior in 

waiting queues is used to illustrate how important it 

is to integrate the natural scientific with the socio-

psychological perspective. 
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